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Chairman’s message...close of  another year 

Dr Raj Rajeswaran 

Dear members and supporters 

 

At the close of another year, it is time to reflect on what 

we have achieved with a renewed sense of appreciation 

for the support we received from our valued members 

and volunteers who have unselfishly dedicated many 

hours to bring justice and peace to our kith and kin in 

Sri Lanka. This task is undoubtedly is the responsibility 

of the Diaspora. 

 

The board of directors were elected democratically 

through individual regional chapter Annual General 

Meetings (AGM) followed by the election of the Chair-

man and the Vice Chairman through a national election. 

ATC being the first Australian national and democratic 

organisation, the very successful completion of these 

elections were a testament to the democratic principles 

of ATC and its more than capable office bearers. The 

first Annual General Meeting (AGM) was then held on 

the 17th of July this year in Melbourne which was very 

professionally organized by the Melbourne chapter.  A 

hard working team prepared and published a compre-

hensive and excellent annual report. 

 

Due to the hard work of our members of the Political 

and Public Relations teams, we have been able to estab-

lish strong relationships with politicians of  all  parties 

and the media  and  gained  their  recognition  and  re-

spect  as  the  premier  Tamil  organisation  in  Austral-

ia.  We  have  also  broken  through  the barriers  of  

anti  Tamil  bias  from  the  media and our media team 

was interviewed not only in Australia but also by es-

teemed international news organisations. 

 

We  succeeded in  influencing  the  politicians  to  have  

debates  and  pass  motions in the parliament, and were  

able to present  a blueprint, outlining our plan to 

achieve a  peaceful  and  free  Sri  Lanka through self-

determination for the Tamils,  at  the  parliament  

house  in  Canberra  with  many  members  of  parlia-

ment  and  senators   attending. This is an achievement 

for all Tamils in Australia to be proud of.  At  the  last  

general  elections  our  members  played  an  active  role  

in supporting the candidates who are sympathetic to our 

cause across  all  three  major  parties and hence putting 

ourselves as a major force on Tamil affairs to be reck-

oned with.   

ATC is proud to be part of and the chosen Australian 

member organisation of the Global Tamil Forum (GTF).  

We now have the capability and capacity to reach out 

beyond Australia across all continents through this global 

organisation. Through GTF, the phenomenal strength of 

the Diaspora is being able to challenge  the Sri Lankan 

regime as was evidenced by the recent achievements in 

the United Kingdom (UK) with regards to Rajapaksa‘s 

visit to deliver a speech to the Oxford Union . ATC‘s 

contribution towards these achievements was acknowl-

edged by GTF. Once again we should all collectively feel 

very proud of what we have achieved within a very short 

time. 

The submission to the UN Panel of Experts is a vital 

step in bringing justice to all the lives lost in the bloody 

conflict where more than 40,000 Tamils were killed mer-

cilessly within the space of a few days with several thou-

sands more maimed and made homeless. ATC is proud 

to have played a significant role in coordinating the war 

crime evidence collection programme which was carried 

out by professional legal personnel.  

ATC has also been active in the Asylum Seeker front 

campaigning to highlight the root cause which necessitat-

ed the Tamils to flee their traditional homeland and 

played a vital role in providing welfare support to the 

new entrants to Australia by hosting many gatherings in 

all states. 

While we can be proud of what we have achieved this 

year we shouldn't be complacent but be more proactive 

by working together to bring justice to Tamils . Without 

your support through volunteerism and membership 

fees, we cannot continue to achieve what needs to be 

achieved and these efforts are not something that can be 

postponed.  
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Chairman’s message cont... 

Renewal of your memberships is vital for us to continue 
with our struggle. I like to take this opportunity to re-
quest all our valued members to be proactive and renew 
your membership and help bring in new members. Post-
poning the renewal of your membership will only mean 
we postpone our actions as well.  It is our responsibility 
to bring an end to the suffering of our people in Sri 
Lanka.  
 
As Malcolm Fraser wrote in the Sydney Morning Herald 
of 5 February 2002: 
  
―There is a golden rule that should govern the behaviour 
of all democracies, indeed all people, if we want a civi-
lised world. That golden rule proclaims that all people, 
endowed with reason and conscience, must accept a re-
sponsibility to each and all, to families and communities, 
to races, nations and religions in a spirit of solidarity: 

‗What you do not wish to be done to yourself, do not 
do to others‘.‖ 
  
Let us all drop our differences and work together to 
bring peace, dignity, freedom and the right to self-
determination for our people in the island of Sri 
Lanka. They have suffered enough and should suffer 
no more and it is in our hands to deliver what they so 
desperately crave for. I know that you have heard this 
before but your conscience is the future of our breth-
ren in Sri Lanka. 
 
Have a pleasant festive season and pray for those 
who had left us because they stood up for justice 
in this inhumane world and for all those who are 
incarcerated in detention in Sri Lanka and Aus-
tralia facing an uncertain and a grim future. 

War Crimes Inquiry Team 

  

The ATC War Crimes Inquiry Team has spent hun-

dreds of hours these past weeks cordinating witness 

statement collections from eye witnesses of war crimes 

in Sri Lanka. Volunteers helped in areas including evi-

dence collecting, translating documents, researching 

information and collation of material. 

 Actual evidence collection was carried out by profes-

sional legal personnel, in a manner completely inde-

pendent of the ATC, by using established legal proce-

dures. 

 The ATC also separately provided an appeal to the UN 

Panel articulating the importance of their work in 

achieving justice and long-lasting peace in Sri Lanka.  

 The team is encouraged by the brave eye witnesses 

who came forward to give their statements despite the 

horrible ordeals they had experienced. The team is also 

appreciative of the time and energy of all the volun-

teers who proved that actions spoke louder than 

words.  

 This has been a mammoth task. The submission to 

the UN Panel of Experts is a vital step in bringing to 

justice the perpetrators in the Sri Lankan regime who 

committed war crimes against our people, and the 

ATC is proud to have played a part in this. We hope 

our hard work will help in bringing peace and justice 

to the Tamil people. 
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Public Relations Team’s Report 

The month began with the release of another video of 

strong evidence of war crimes being committed against 

Tamils by the Sri Lankan Military. It coincided with 

Mahinda Rajapakse's visit to London and the massive 

PR blunder for the Sri Lankan govenrment that fol-

lowed. The PR team issued two press releases to bring 

these events to the Australian media's attention, includ-

ing that of the Wikileaks documents on Sri Lanka. 

 

 There has been some media coverage on this issue: 

The Australian 
ABC 
The Australian 
SMH 
 

ATC PR team's advocacy work even saw Amnesty 

Australia releasing a statement on this issue. To date, 

statements on human rights violations by the Sri Lankan 

state have mainly been released by Amnesty USA, Am-

nesty UK, etc. A member of NSW Chapter of the PR 

team discussed the sexual violence against Isaippiriya 

committed by the Sri Lankan Military and Amnesty 

Australia released a statement on this issue soon after. It 

is very encouraging to see Amnesty in Australia calling 

on the UN to act on this issue. 

As always, the ATC PR team has been working very 

closely with the political team on several matters, in-

cluding war crimes in Sri Lanka, human rights in Sri 

Lanka and lobbying of politicians and policy makers. A 

detailed letter on the recent war crimes evidence was 

sent to Australian Parliamentarians. 

 On 30 November, NSW State MP Virginia Judge 

delivered a speech  in NSW Parliament which ad-

dressed the continuing persecution of Tamils in Sri 

Lanka. It also highlighted the issue of war crimes against 

Tamil people.  

 

On 10 December, at the Sydney Wikileaks rally which 

had over 1200 protesters and more than a dozen jour-

nalists, Greens Senator-elect Lee Rhiannon in her 

speech mentioned the Wikileaks cable which named 

Mahinda Rajapakse as responsible for the massacre of 

the Tamils. She also called on the Australian Prime Min-

ister to back calls for a war crimes tribunal on Sri Lanka.  

 

  

On 11 December, Dr Sam Pari addressed the Latin 

America Social Forum and spoke about the violations 

of human rights taking place against the Tamil people 

in Sri Lanka. She expanded on the history of the 

struggle for freedom and the similarities in the Tamil 

struggle and other Latin American struggles for liber-

ation. 

 

On 16 December, the PR team organised a dinner to 

thank the many non-Tamil Australians who have 

helped the Tamil community in 2010. 

The evening was a wonderful opportunity to break 

bread with some of the kindest caring people the 

Tamil community has been privileged to meet and 

work with this year.  

Lee Rhiannon speaking at the Wikileaks rally in 

Sydney-courtesy Tamils for Greens 

Dr Sam Pari speaking at the Latin American Social 

Forum 

http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/media/press-release.html
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/sri-lanka-leader-mahinda-rajapakse-guilty-of-war-crime/story-e6frg6so-1225964747854
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2010/12/03/3083650.htm?section=justin
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/libs-want-answers-on-karzai-drug-claims/story-fn59niix-1225964793944
http://www.smh.com.au/world/us-envoy-blames-sri-lanka-leader-for-massacre-20101202-18iay.html
http://www.amnesty.org.au/news/comments/24335/
http://www.amnesty.org.au/news/comments/24335/
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/media/press-release/142-nsw-mp-speaks-in-parliament-about-sri-lankan-war-crimes.html
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/media/press-release/142-nsw-mp-speaks-in-parliament-about-sri-lankan-war-crimes.html
http://tamilsforgreens.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/dsc_0109.jpg
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Public Relations Report Cont... 

The ATC team has been working with several human rights organisations to create awareness about the issue of war 
crimes in Sri Lanka. Several of these organisations have since issued press releases on this issue. Below is a press release 
issued by the Australian Lawyers for Human Rights. 
 

 

   

MEDIA RELEASE: 19 December 2010 

ALHR Calls on Panel of Experts to recommend Full and Effective Inquiry into War Crimes in Sri Lanka 

 

“The panel of experts appointed by the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-moon, to advise him on accountability issues for the events in Sri 
Lanka during the period of civil war should recommend that the United Nations set up a properly resourced, independent and transparent inquiry into pos-
sible war crimes”, the President of Australian Lawyers for Human Rights (“ALHR”), Stephen Keim, said today. “The inquiry should address actions by the Sri 
Lankan government and its authorities and the actions of the defeated Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (“LTTE”). The inquiry should have the power to 
recommend criminal prosecution for war crimes and crimes against humanity before a properly constituted and fairly run criminal tribunal”.  

 
ALHR, last week, forwarded a submission to the Panel of Experts. The submission draws upon the work of respected non-government organisations 
(“NGOs”) such as the International Crisis Group; Amnesty International; and Human Rights Watch. The submission argues that there is ample credible evi-
dence available pointing to the commission of crimes such as the deliberate targeting of civilian populations and humanitarian workers and the killing of 
captives to justify setting up a properly resourced inquiry. The submission argues that the inquiry should be set up despite the likelihood that no coopera-
tion will be forthcoming from the Sri Lankan government. “Evidence has already been gathered by non-government organisations in Sri Lanka and in Aus-
tralia as well in other countries without cooperation from the Sri Lankan government at this point”, said Mr. Keim. “A properly resourced international in-
quiry would be able to receive the evidence that has been gathered and continue the process.” 

 
“The Australian government should support the setting up of an inquiry”, said Mr. Keim. “The government should also assist by carrying out its own investi-
gations. Up to this time, Australia seems to have shown greater concern about collaborating with the Sri Lankan authorities to deter asylum seekers 
attempting to travel to Australia. However, since many asylum seekers and persons already granted asylum are from the areas where conflict was carried 
out, they are people who can potentially assist any future international inquiry.” 

 
“It is an important part of the Nuremberg heritage that we all carry that those responsible for serious war crimes are made accountable”, said Mr. Keim. The 
other important aspect of that heritage is that any court or tribunal which hears allegations of war crimes be conducted fairly and with all necessary proce-
dural safeguards. The obvious candidate to hear any recommended prosecutions is the International Criminal Court. Since Sri Lanka is not a party to the 
Rome Statute, it would be necessary for the Security Council to make a referral. A well conducted inquiry would support the case for such a referral to be 
made,” said Mr. Keim.    

  Stephen Keim 

President  Australian Lawyers for Human Rights Mobile: 0433 846 518 

Email: s.keim@higginschambers.com.au    
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http://www.un.org/sg/
http://www.alhr.asn.au/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberation_Tigers_of_Tamil_Eelam
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/sri-lanka/191-war-crimes-in-sri-lanka.aspx
http://www.amnesty.org/en/sri-lanka
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/12/08/sri-lanka-army-unit-linked-executions
http://untreaty.un.org/cod/icc/statute/english/rome_statute%28e%29.pdf
mailto:s.keim@higginschambers.com.au
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Refugee Council of Australia-Community consulta-
tion- 8th December 2010 

ATC representative attended the annual national consul-
tation on the future of Australia‘s refugee and humani-
tarian program. 

The consultation was focused on 

 Sustainable regional protection framework 

 Humanitarian family reunion 

 Public discourse on Australia‘s refugee policies. 

The meeting was attended by several community organi-
sations and refugee advocates. The meeting was a good 
opportunity to share suggestions and concerns of Tamil 
Community on these pressing issues. ATC representa-
tives highlighted the current situation in Sri Lanka and 
lengthy waiting times for the Tamil asylum seekers to get 
the security clearance. 

The Refugee Council of Australia will make a submission 
with concerns raised to the Minister and Department of 
Immigration. 

 

Meeting with Minister Hon Tony Burke-10 Decem-
ber 2010 

ATC representative met Hon Tony Burke –Minister for 
Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and 
Communities and discussed the new evidence that has 
surfaced with alleged war crimes in Sri Lanka and ex-
pressed concerns of ATC members. The Minister 
acknowledged ATC‘s contribution during the election 
campaign. 

 

ATC representative invited to opening of new office 
of Michelle Rowland-Member for Greenway-16th 
December 2010 

 

An ATC representative was invited to the opening of a 
new office for the Greenway electorate at 230, Prospect 
Highway Seven Hills.  The Hon Wayne Swan-Deputy 
Prime Minister and Treasurer was the chief guest. 

 It was a good opportunity to discuss with Hon Wayne 
Swan, Mr. Ed Huisic, MP (Member for Chiffley) and Ms 
Michelle Rowland, MP, about the new evidence that has 
surfaced with alleged War Crimes and ATC‘s call for 
Australia to support an independent investigation . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Sydney- event for the new migrants-18th 
December 2010 

The ATC –NSW Committee hosted an event on 18th De-
cember 2010 to welcome the new arrivals to help them 
assimilate into the wider community. 

The event was focused on services available the new en-
trants especially women and children. 

We had speakers from, STARTTS, Immigrants Women 
Speak Out, and Salvation Army-Job Network. 

Mr. Felix Ryan from STARTTS advised the services pro-
vided by STARTTS and how to access those services and 
personal success stories of new refugees who had made 
use of the services available. 

Ms Gaya Thangarasingam from Immigrants Women speak 
out spoke about the services provided for women by the 
organization to empower the women and their current 
projects. www.speakout.org.au 

Speaker from the Salvation Army –Job Network also ad-
vised how their services can help the new entrances enter 
the job market and offered assistance to anyone referred 
by ATC. 

New South Wales Report   

Michelle Rowland, Member for Greenway-New office 

opening at 230 Prospect Highway Seven Hills 
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New South Wales Report Continued….. 

Tamil-English dictionaries were handed to the at-
tendees by Mr. Felix Ryan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas party at Villawood Detention Cen-
tre with families in detention- 19th December 
2010 

 

The ATC NSW committee members with support of 
social justice groups and other refugee support groups 
from the wider community organised a visit to Villa-
wood Detention Centre to celebrate Christmas at the 
family section. All the children were given Christmas 
presents and had afternoon tea in the family section of 
the Villawood Detention Centre. The families and kids 
appreciated the time we spent with them and the chil-
dren were truly surprised by the gifts. 

 

Christmas Party at Villawood with youth in 
detention-19th Dec 2010 

The ATC NSW committee members with support and 
help from other ATC members organised a Christmas 
gathering with the Tamils in detention in another sec-
tion. Volunteers cooked food for the afternoon tea and 
it was a good evening and created a party atmosphere. 
All the Tamils in the section joined the get together. It 
was a great opportunity for ATC members to get to 
know the Tamils in detention and share their anguish 
and give them support. 

Western Australian chapter Report 
ATC WA team’s work Tamils in detention 

ATC WA Committee likes to extend their gratitude to 

the members for assisting them with the work with 

detention centres throughout this year. 

ATC WA has been in contact with Tamils in Leonora 

detention centre and has been sending gifts to the Leo-

nora Detention Centre. ATC representatives also visit 

Perth Detention centre and help any individuals who 

are transferred from Leonora to Perth. 

Due to their close contacts and help with Asylum 

Seekers, ATC WA was able to positively contribute to 

giving contacts for eye witness statements for War 

Crimes. 

 

Fundraising 

ATC WA team is having a fundraising dinner titled 

―Human Rights Dinner‖ on 22nd January 2011. 

This event will also be an awareness event to the 

wider community on violations on human rights and 

international law in Sri Lanka and highlight the need 

for an independent investigations into War Crimes in 

Sri Lanka. 

Dr Denis Jensen’s Christmas dinner 

ATC representatives were invited to attend Christmas 

dinner witj Dr Jensen, MP. ATC representatives thanked 

for Dr Jensen;s support and for attending the Human 

Rights Forum at the parliament House and discussed the 

new evidences emerging in relation to alleged war crimes. 
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Victorian Chapter Report 

ATC Victorian Chapter delegates met with the new 
ACTU president Ged Kearney and International Of-
ficer Grant Belchamber and discussed the human rights 
situation in Sri Lanka. The meeting provided a great 
opportunity for the ATC to update the new ACTU 
leadership on issues of importance for our struggle, 
both political and humanitarian.  

ACTU is a very progressive national organisation which 
champions the rights of all working people and cam-
paigns passionately for social justice. The ACTU has 
given voice for migrants and oppressed people around 
the world, and its lobbying has helped governments 
soften their policies towards refugees and asylum seek-
ers.  

We take this opportunity to thank the previous leader-
ship of ACTU under Sharan Burrows and International 
Officer Alison Tate, for their understanding and advo-
cacy of our struggle for justice, democracy and freedom 
in Sri Lanka. 

As a result of our continued engagement with ACTU, 
Ged Kearney has issued a statement supporting the UN 
Advisory Panel on war crimes in Sri Lanka. ―We urge 
the Sri Lankan government to cooperate with the panel 
and engage in establishing an effective process of na-
tional reconciliation to ensure the country moves for-
ward after many years of internal conflict", the state-
ment said. It is important that we strengthen the union 

movement which protects the rights of all working and 
vulnerable people in the Australian society. 

Below is the link for the ACTU statement: 

http://www.actu.org.au/Campaigns/International/
News/upportforanUNAdvisoryPanelinSriLanka.aspx 

**************************************************** 

ATC members provided significant voluntary assistance 
during the November State Elections held in Victoria. 
Several members helped distribute campaign materials for 
the candidate of their choice and volunteered at polling 
stations on the Election Day.  In the early days of the 
campaign, members attended a town hall style communi-
ty gathering held by the Greens candidates and participat-
ed in the question and answer session with regard to their 
policies. 

**************************************************** 

ATC Victoria is exploring the possibility of carrying out 
humanitarian projects in the north and east of Sri Lanka 
in conjunction with a renowned international non-
government organisation. Government requirements dic-
tate that any substantial relief and development projects 
must have the prior approval of the Ministry of Defence. 
Preliminary discussions in this regard are being held. In 
the meantime we urge our members to continue to pro-
vide micro financial assistance to the neediest on individ-
ual basis until such time a formal workable arrangement 
is reached.  

Queensland Chapter Report 

Queensland chapter continues to successfully provide 

factual data about Tamils issues Parliamentarians, Ref-

ugee support groups, media groups and Human Rights 

group. 

Chapter has been writing letters, emails with latest 

news clips and supportive media reports on a regular 

basis. 

Queensland Chapter sent a letter to s Foreign Minister 

Hon. Kevin Rudd and received a response. The re-

sponse stated : 

 Australian Government monitors closely the 

situation in Sri Lanka, including the situation of 

alleged LTTE members who were detained at 

the end of the military conflict. 

 High Commissioner in Colombo has raised 

concerns at senior levels of the Sri Lankan Gov-

ernment over the legal status of these detainees. 

 Australia‘s long standing view is that Sri Lanka 

should promote and seek national reconciliation 

 With passage of the 18th amendment, Sri Lanka 

and the President now have greater responsibility 

in promoting principles of democracy and good 

governance 

 Australian Government consistently have urged 

the Sri Lankan government to make progress on 

reconciliation and political reforms to create a 

conditions for longstanding peace and stability. 
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Queensland Chapter report cont... 

The Happiest Refugee” Book signing by Anh Do- 
26th November  

The Happiest Refugee tells the incredible, uplifting and 
inspiring life story of one of our favourite personalities. 
Tragedy, humour, heartache and unswerving determina-
tion – a big life with big dreams.  Anh‘s story will move 
and amuse all who read it. Few of our members partici-
pated the evening at Dimokes Books Store at Brisbane. 
He is well aware of Tamil boat people issue and sup-
portive. Below is a year 6 girl‘s emotional poem which 
Anh‘s signed at the event. 

ALP Regional Conferences (Oct. 24th 30th) – Mo-
tion passed on SriLanka  

2010 ALP Regional Conferences were held during Oc-
tober / November in the QLD at ten different loca-
tions. ATC QLD Chapter via its members was able to 
get resolutions on Sri Lanka and Refugees passed with 
ALP/Unions and Federal /State politicians support at 
the following venues: Brisbane Northside Regional 
Conference on the 24th of October; and Brisbane 
Southside Regional Conference on the 30th of October. 

The extract of the resolutions passed on Sri Lanka: 

Subject: SriLanka 

The Brisbane Northside Regional Labor members express 
our solidarity and note with extreme concern the terrible 
impact of human rights abuses, dispossession and post 
conflict settlement in SriLanka‘s North-East by the Gov-
ernment of SriLaka. 

We call on the Australian Government to use its influence 
to act to encourage the Government of SriLanka, the UN 
and the Commonwealth to bring about a lasting political 
settlement to the Tamil issues based on equity and social 
justice, and as part of the process to act immediately on: 

-those who are still suffering  in post conflict Sri Lanka, 
especially those who are  marginalised and vulnerable  in-
cluding the elderly, women, children and ex combatants; 

-rapid settlement of majority community and their places 
of worships in traditional Tamil homelands to alter the 
demography and reduce Tamil representation in the parlia-
ment; and  

-the Australian politicians to show strong ethical leader-
ship in relation to protection of the rights of the boat peo-
ple arriving in Australia from conflict areas. 
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South Australian Chapter Report 

The report covers the November and December 
Period and the chapter had a successful fund raising 
cultural event on 14 November 2010. Performing 
artists at the Carnatic music concert were Kunna-
kudi M Balamuralikrishna -Vocalist, H N Bhaskar -
Violinist and K Murugaboopathi –Miridangam ; and  
raised $957.    
 
SA Chapter s decided that the Chapter will focus 
more on refugees and Internally displaced people. 
Support GTF widowed head of families. 
 
It is expected that about forty Tamil families will be 
settled in the new Camp that is being set-up end of 
this year,  in the hills adjacent to Adelaide. ATC and 
CTA will have a joint meeting with community 

members to work out a strategy to help the families in con-
sultation with Department of Immigration. 
 
We sent email to all Federal Senators and Members of Par-
liament of SA, giving emerging evidence with videos on al-
leged "War Crimes" in Sri Lanka  We appealed to federal 
politicians, on behalf of South Australian Tamil Community, 
to take action to protect the human rights of innocent vic-
tims and we pleaded to take any appropriate action to 
bring, justice to the victims of war crimes. We will follow up 
on our email, after the New Year. 
 
 
ATC designed  season greeting cards were sent  to all State 
and Federal Politicians of South Australia.  
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Remembering Boxing Day Tsunami 

Four years ago, on December 26th, several Asian 

countries, including Sri Lanka, were ravaged by 

a deadly tsunami that struck the Indian Ocean. In 

total, over a quarter of a million lives were lost, 

the single worst tsunami in history. Next to Indone-

sia, Sri Lanka had the highest reported death 

toll from this disaster, almost 50,000 deaths, several 

thousand injuries and over 1.5 million displaced 

We cannot forget the Boxing Day Tsunami nor the 

catastrophe that eventuated till May 2009 and they 

will remain as Remembrance Days for contempla-

tion .  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

―[A]fter the tsunami a lot of money was given to the Sri 

Lankan government but most of that money was spent 

in Sinhalese areas not in the Tamil areas…‖  

Prof. Clive Williams of Macquarie University Counter-

Terrorism Center, Sunday Agenda, Sky News, 3 May 2009 
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“It felt as though you were visiting an occupied country” 

Graham Thom is Amnesty International Australia‘s 

National Refugee Coordinator. Graham started vol-

unteering with Amnesty‘s refugee casework team in 

1999, after he completed his PhD in Citizenship and 

Immigration at The University of Sydney. He was 

soon offered a full time position and this year marks 

his 10th in the role. 

It was difficult to know what to expect visiting a 

country that had just experienced 30 years of civil 

conflict. Given that it had been a year and a half 

since the government had declared victory over the 

LTTE (the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam), I was 

struck by the military presence in the capital. Despite 

being told it was getting better, the military‘s pres-

ence was still considerable. Military checkpoints con-

tinued to operate throughout the country, and I was 

stopped on a number of occasions. Those travelling 

with me were questioned and were required to show 

their identity cards. 

Travelling to the east of the country, in and around 

Trincomalee (a predominantly Tamil part of the 

country which was often the front line in the recent 

conflict) the police and military presence was even 

greater. It felt as though you were visiting an occu-

pied country. A number of the people I spoke with 

claimed it was. As we drove I decided to check the 

distance between the armed ―pill boxes‖ that were 

set back 10 to 30 metres from the road. I could not 

get beyond 20 seconds (roughly 300m) before the 

next sentry. This continued for miles and the num-

ber of military increased dramatically each time we 

passed through a town (which usually had a check 

point). 

Despite an end to the conflict, Sri Lanka has recently 

increased its military budget. The people in these 

regions know why. 

I was able to visit a number of the refugee families 

who had recently returned to Sri Lank after having 

lived in India for a number of years. Their makeshift 

houses were extremely basic and the police were 

never too far away. Their poverty and the suspicion 

they were treated with in their own home contrasted 

sharply with the busloads of ―tourists‖; Singhalese from the 

south visiting a part of their country inaccessible to them for 

over 20 years. As one group scratched to rebuild their homes 

and find enough food to feed their children, the other happi-

ly played on the beach. The government want to promote 

the area as a tourist destination. 

Equally as confronting were the IDP (Internally Displaced 

Persons) camps situated outside Trincomalee along often 

barely drivable roads (which admittedly were also being up-

graded to promote tourism). I was told that those in the 

camps just wanted to go home but the military had declared 

these areas as ―high security zones‖, so they were to be relo-

cated elsewhere. As fishermen, their old homes were close to 

the beaches. The new places being offered are often remote, 

where even accessing water is difficult. They refuse to go, 

not wanting to give up the chance of returning home or ever 

earning a basic livelihood, so for the moment, they are stuck. 

I was able to witness first hand the police doing a sweep 

through a camp; rounding everyone up to question them. 

The authorities are clearly still trying to find those who may 

have connections to the LTTE. It also serves to remind the 

locals who is in charge now, as if the large military presence 

is not enough. 

Unfortunately I couldn‘t get to the north of the country 

where I had heard the situation is even worse for the locals. 

The military presence is even greater and the level of infra-

structure for those returning home often nonexistent. In-

stead I drove back to Colombo down the west coast, an area 

largely untouched by the war. I was struck by how different 

it looked and felt. There were very little military to be seen, 

nice roads and no bright blue camps. It seemed more like 

half a world away. 

Amnesty International, Australia – Sri Lanka: 18 months after civil war. Graham Thom, 9 December 2010 
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Sri Lanka’s  forgotten horrors 

By : R.Subendran-National Post December 6 
2010 
Last month, the National Post published an excerpt 
from Bob Rae‘s new book, Exporting Democracy, 
in which Mr. Rae explained the roots of Sri Lanka‘s 
civil conflict. 
 
―The stubbornness of the Sinhalese majority created 
the conditions for a turn to violence by the Tamil 
minority in the 1970s, and a militant cult of person-
ality and exclusionary nationalism on the part of the 
LTTE (also known as the Tamil Tigers) set the 
country on a course of conflict that proved irreversi-
ble,‖ Mr. Rae wrote. ―The elimination of the voices 
of moderation, the assassination of former Indian 
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi, the decision to seek a 
military victory after the collapse of the ceasefire 
with the government in 2008: these decisions by the 
LTTE proved to be disastrous for it and for the en-
tire Tamil community.‖ 
 
What Mr. Rae neglected to mention — indeed, this 
is something that most of the world has forgotten 
— is that outside actors played a role in creating this 
―disastrous‖ outcome. 
 
In July, 1987, I was living in Point-Pedro, my fami-
ly‘s ancestral town in northern Sri Lanka. I remem-
ber when the Indian Peacekeeping Forces (IPKF) 
moved into the town with their tanks. Tamils 
cheered them and threw flowers at them — thinking 
that they were there to protect us from Sri Lanka‘s 
majority Sinhalese. But instead, their presence her-
alded a new kind of war: between the IPKF and the 
LTTE. 
The IPKF turned their guns against the very people 
they set out to save. We called them the Innocent 
People Killing Forces. 
 
I used to think the Sri Lankan army was the most 
ruthless force imaginable — until I witnessed the 
IPKF. During their short stay in the region, they 
killed more Tamils and raped more women than Sri 
Lankan soldiers ever did. I knew many of the vic-
tims — friends, cousins, aunts and uncles. 
 
One sight that still disturbs me is that of a dead 
classmate. Her mangled naked body was thrown in 
the town square. After gang-raping her, Indian sol-
diers cut off her breasts and exploded her with a 
grenade. As I stood there in shock, I heard an old 
lady saying ―The Tigers should get rid of the entire 
Gandhi family.‖ 

Four years later, an LTTE suicide bomber killed former In-
dian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 
 
Diwali day — October 21, 1987 — has come to be regarded 
as an especially dark day for Sri Lanka‘s Tamils. It was then 
that the IPKF fired on a hospital in the northern town of 
Jaffna. The next day, they collected all the dead bodies and 
burned them. A total of 68 innocent Tamils were killed. 
It was episodes like this that helped convince my father, then 
living in the capital city of Colombo, to send me to Canada. 
Shortly thereafter, he was shot to death. 
 
Mr. Rae wrote that the LTTE devolved into a ―death cult.‖ 
But I hope that what I write here serves to explain why so 
many Tamils pinned their hopes on the Tigers. They were 
the only group to offer effective resistance against subcon-
tracted butchery and recreational sadism. Thanks to the 
IPKF, popular support for the Tamil Tigers grew exponen-
tially. 
 
It was a huge political miscalculation by the LTTE to kill 
Rajiv Gandhi — even LTTE leader Velupillai Prabhakaran 
later noted that ―it was a regrettable event.‖ Still, when Sri 
Lankan Tamils heard of Rajiv Gandhi‘s violent end in 1991, 
many of us secretly rejoiced — including me, though I am 
not proud to admit it. Rationality goes out the window when 
you are consumed by a lust for revenge. 
 
It is estimated that the 32-month presence of the IPKF in 
Sri Lanka resulted in the deaths of 6,000 innocent Tamils. 
And many more have met violent ends thanks to the Sri 
Lankan government itself. Just this week, in fact, news foot-
age from Britain‘s Channel 4 showed the extent of horrors 
perpetrated by Sri Lankan troops against Tamil women. 
 
Sri Lanka today is a faux-democratic autocracy run by a tiny 
elite of the Sinhala majority that suppresses the Tamil minor-
ity and denies past violence against Tamil civilians. The only 
hope for long-term peace is to share power with the Tamils, 
along with the acknowledgment by both sides of their past 
crimes. If Bob Rae — and other Western leaders — want to 
promote a lasting peace in Sri Lanka, this is what they must 
continue to advocate. 
 
National Post 
R_Subendran@hotmail.com 
 
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2010/12/06/r-
subendran-sri-lankas-forgotten-horrors/ 
 
Disclaimer : The views expressed are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of ATC 
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Season’s Greetings from ATC 

Dear ATC member, 
 
Amidst the pain, suffering and agony endured by our Tamil people, we all live in hope that one day 
peace, justice and freedom will prevail for our brethren. 

 
If you think you are beaten, you are 
If you think you dare not, you don't, 

If you like to win, but you think you can't 
It is almost certain you won't. 

If you think you'll lose, you're lost 
For out of the world we find, 

Success begins with a fellow's will 
It's all in the state of mind. 

If you think you are outclassed, you are 
You've got to think high to rise, 

You've got to be sure of yourself before 
You can ever win a prize. 

Life's battles don't always go 
To the stronger or faster man, 

But soon or late the man who wins 
Is the man WHO THINKS HE CAN! 

 Walter D. Wintle - 1905 

Let us pledge that we turn 
Our despair into hope 
Our hope into action 
And our action into results. 
 
The Australian Tamil Congress wishes you and your loved ones a safe ending to this year and a positive 
start to the new year. 

 

 



In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 

community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles and feedback to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Disclaimer : The views expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 

Postal Address: 

P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 

Tel: 1300 660 629  

Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

―Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace‖                            

Mission 

―The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ‖                            

Objective 

―As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 

change through ‗Collective Global Tamil‘ action to institute and educate people on Tamils‘ right 

to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 

Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-

tions. ‖ 

Australian Tamil Congress: On a Crusade for Peace and Justice 

Australian Tamil Congress 

mailto:newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com

